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Main Point: Discipleship is not inspired by fear or glamour. It is inspired because it 
attracts people and its reward is desired. 
------------------------------------------------- 
 
Several years ago the New York Times carried an interesting article that began 
something like, “Scientists say they have discovered a shape-changing fish that can 
detect the presence of hungry predators and then turn itself from easy pickings into 
something much more difficult to swallow.” 
 
I am sure that you have heard a lot of tales about fish and fishing that are not easy to 
swallow – thus the term “fish tales” refers to greatly exaggerated stories. But there is 
apparently enough conclusive data to give this story about a species of fish that can 
alter their body shape credibility.  
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Our scripture reading this morning includes a story about fishing and people who fish. In 
fact, at first glance this could sound like a “fish tale” – perhaps greatly exaggerated to 
make a point. Would you believe that you would quit your job and follow a traveling 
preacher who simply stopped by and said, “leave that job and come go with me.” I don’t 
think so. And it would even be less likely that your father would give up two workers or 
two children to follow such a flimsy direction without an argument. 
 
And yet, three of the four gospels report this story. I feel that one of the clues to what 
made these men put down their nets, leave their boats, and follow Jesus is found in the 
verse that precedes this fish tale. The 17th verse tells us that from the time Jesus heard 
that John the Baptizer had been arrested, he began to proclaim, “Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven has come near.” This was the same message that John had been 
proclaiming. 
 
Jesus picked up John’s message of being prepared, repent, change. Here we are on 
the fourth Sunday of the new year. If you have made a new year’s resolution, you are 
probably finding it most difficult to keep the changes right about now. Change is really 
difficult. 
 
Some of the primary motivations for change are fear, discomfort, desire, and 
attractiveness. Fear, discomfort, desire, attractiveness. I wonder which of these inspired 
those four fishermen to leave their jobs and follow Jesus. 
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I doubt if it was discomfort. Jesus did not promise them an easier way to make a living. 
He didn’t seem to offer a more comfortable lifestyle. 
 
Perhaps it was fear. Today we have let the English translation of this proclamation lead 
us to the conclusion that Jesus was threatening the people. We read it as if it means, 
“Confess and grovel, for the end of the world is coming.” If the end of the world was 
coming and one could avoid it by confessing and groveling, I guess many would 
respond that way. But I do not think the gospel writers would have called that “Good 
News?” 
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The real good news in this passage is that the word translated “repent” actually carries 
the meaning “turn around” or “move.” And the words “is near” or “has come near” are 
the same words Jesus used in later in Matthew in the Garden of Gethsemane when he 
sees Judas and says “here comes my betrayer.” it means “is headed toward you.” A 
more accurate translation would be “turn around, move, the kingdom of heaven is 
coming straight at you!” 
 
When I was young I remember hearing the music of the ice cream truck when it was still 
a few streets away. We would run to our houses to get some money so we could be 
ready when the ice cream truck got to us and we could pick out our favorite treat – mine 
was Dreamsicle!  If my sister was in the house watching TV loudly I would worry 
that she might not have heard the ice cream truck music, so I might call “turn around 
Susan, come on, the ice cream truck is coming!) 
 
I think that the message that John proclaimed, and the message that Jesus proclaimed 
was a message that came to the fishermen as very good news. Like the oncoming ice 
cream truck, it was something very attractive and the result was something to be 
desired. It sounded to them more like “Come on, turn around, you don’t want to miss the 
kingdom of heaven, it’s getting close now!” 
 
The message still echos today. Turn around, don’t miss the kingdom of heaven, it is 
getting close now! It is not a fish tale. It has the credibility to have been reported to us 
by many who have passed before us and many who are still living and who have caught 
the ice cream truck of the kingdom of heaven. They have received the rich custard of 
God’s grace and have pledged their lives to living as Jesus taught those fishermen to 
live. 
 
Jesus still calls to us, “Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.” That’s good 
news. Turn around and look for it. 


