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You know the place where you go off I-40 onto 1-440 just past White Bridge Road exit?
Well | was going to a meeting on the other side of Nashville this past Thursday and as |
came through the construction zone | started seeing signs overhead telling me that
there was a lane closed on the ramp to 1-440. | got into the right-hand lane. As | got
closer | saw signs telling me that | had done the right thing — left lane closed ahead.

As | joined the slow moving traffic ahead | was gratified to see that most people had
indeed shifted to the right and were waiting their turn to go through the open lane on the
ramp. Just when | was thinking that people must be getting more ‘civil’ in Nashville, a
whole string of cars past me in the left lane and began to merge right in front of all of us
who had been waiting. How rude is that? Do they think that they are more important
than we who cooperatively wait?

| was almost to the blockade of the left lane when three more cars zipped up and began
to force their way into the right lane. | decided at that time that | would not let anyone
else break into the order. | did not even look at the driver of the third car, a black
Cadillac, that was pushing into my lane — no eye contact — | just pushed ahead, blocking
access to my lane. | was totally justified — | had the right-of-way, the driver had been
warned for two miles to merge right, the Caddy was just rude and arrogant. | was within
my right not to yield. And | prevailed victorious. Then the Caddy merged in behind me.

Just about the time | was doing a little ‘righteousness dance’ in my driver’s seat, my cell
phone rang — it was my young friend, Brian, who pastors another church in South
Cheatham county. “Hi Brian. What’s up?” “Don’t you think you should have let that
Cadillac in?” Brian said. | shrunk. Caught. “You’re right behind me aren’t you?” “No,
right behind the Cadillac.”

| said, “Brian, you’ve called me out. You are exactly right. Congratulations, you are now
in the opening illustration for Sunday’s sermon.”

‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.”

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA




This is how Jesus illustrated what he meant by blessed are those who hunger and thirst
for righteousness and those who are merciful: Read Matthew 5:38-48.

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

Some say that you can tell what is important to a culture by the number of different
words there are for a topic in their language. In the ancient world, there were several
words for love. Each word had a different connotation so that ‘love’ would be
understood properly. The dominant words in classic Greek were eros — the emotion of
love, philios — the love for a brother or sister, and agape — the love that God has for
people, and people for their God.

Last Sunday we looked at Jesus’ teaching about adultery and divorce. | indicated that
Jesus made the shift from laws and lust to a higher standard of relationship. Jesus was
talking about relationships using the Greek meaning of ‘philios’ love rather than ‘eros’
love. He called for marriage and friendship with the understanding of the love one has
for a brother or sister or for a best friend - a deeper caring for the person than one that
simply responds to passions and is limited by law.

In today’s passages, Jesus moves the bar even higher. Jesus uses images of Godly
love, the Greek ‘agape,’ to characterize the way we are to treat all people. It is easy to
treat those we already love this way, but true agape treats all people, friend or enemy,
the same way.

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

As Christians, we seek the Christian life — that means living as Christ taught and lived.
The concept of holiness suggests that someone becomes good as God is good. It
suggests that someone can become a disciple of Christ and grow to hold the high
principles that we have heard in the Beatitudes and the Sermon on the Mount.

Actually it is easier to be inwardly holy than it is to be outwardly holy. It is easier to
believe in agape love than it is to live it. | know the right things to do and | really believe
in loving both neighbor and enemy. But in the moment | still stubbornly cut off the
Cadillac!

John Wesley, founder of Methodism, insisted that “there is no holiness except social
holiness.” Holiness that lives only inside of someone is not holiness at all unless it is
lived out in the way they interact with other people.

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

God is working in your life to make you Godly inside and out. The more you cooperate,
the more you recognize that you are changing — becoming more Godly. This week we
have a new challenge to think about: Jesus calls us to love people who may not love us
back. Jesus calls us to treat strangers or even enemies the way we would treat our best



friend or a brother or a sister. Jesus calls us to be good as God is good — love as God
loves. Jesus calls us to go the extra mile to relax and forgive the other driver.

| want to leave you with another beatific interpretation of God’s blessing of happiness
and joyful living:

Blessed are those who, when given the opportunity, use their power in love, for they will
find satisfaction in their lives.

Prayer:

Pray for inward holiness that lives in all we do, say and think. Keep us mindful this week
of the lessons of Jesus about loving the enemy, responding with good, not evil, and
about going the extra mile to live social holiness.



