
Sermon Title: Open the Tomb 
Text: John 11:1-45 
By: Rev. Terry Carty 
Date: 04-10-2011 
Place: Kingston Springs UMC 
Season: Fifth Sunday in Lent 
 
Main Point: Jesus can resurrect us to live The Life that he taught the disciples to live. 
---------------------------------------- 
 
This sermon is preached to the congregation during ‘Children’s Time.’ The Third 
Graders will read John 11:1-45 as a reader’s theater. 
 
Narrator:  Jesus had been informed that one of his most beloved friends, Lazarus, 
was gravely ill. But he insisted that this illness would not lead to death but would be 
used by God as a witness to the Son of God. But word came to Jesus that Lazarus had 
died and all were saddened by the news. Jesus insisted that this was the time to go to 
the home of Mary and Martha, sisters of Lazarus. Before Jesus arrived, Martha got 
word that he was on his way, and she hurried out to meet him.   

Martha:  Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But even now I 
know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.   

Jesus:  Your brother will rise again.   

Martha:  I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.   

Jesus:  I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me even though they 
die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe 
this?   

Martha:  Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one 
coming into the world.   

Narrator:  And having said this, Martha returned home to tell Mary that she had 
spoken with Jesus, who was on his way to see them. Mary got up quickly and ran out of 
the house to see Jesus.   

Mary:  Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.   

Jesus:  Where have you laid him?   

Mary:  Lord, come and see.   

Narrator:  They led Jesus to the tomb in which Lazarus had been laid. All those who 
followed Mary and Jesus were amazed and moved by his love for his friend Lazarus. 
Jesus wept. When they arrived at the cave, Jesus gave them instruction.  

Jesus:  Take away the stone.   



Martha:  Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead for four days.   

Jesus:  Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?   

Narrator:  And so they rolled the stone away.   

Jesus:  Father, I thank you for having heard me. I know that you always hear me, but 
I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that 
you sent me. Lazarus, come out!   

Narrator:  And Lazarus came out, his hands and feet bound with the strips of cloth 
and his face wrapped in a cloth.   

Jesus:  Unbind him, and let him go.   

Narrator:  Many of the people who had come with Mary and Martha to the tomb had 
seen what had happened and they believed in Jesus. 

†††††††††††††††††††††††† 
 

This story about Jesus and Lazarus and the two sisters is interesting but it is difficult to 
make any sense out of it. There are so many questions that need to be answered: 
Why was Lazarus sick? Why did Jesus wait two days before he went to Lazarus? Why 
didn’t Jesus just heal him like he had done with so many other people? Why did Jesus 
cry if he knew he was going to give Lazarus his life back? 
 
The question I want to talk with you about today is ‘what did Jesus mean when he said 
that he is the resurrection and the life? Can we expect to see people raised up after 
they have died? 
 
We have all heard stories about very sick people who have gotten well when people 
have prayed for them. But we also know that some people do not get well when people 
have prayed for them. I think that Lazarus was a very special case. The Bible tells us 
that Lazarus’ illness was God’s plan to help people believe that Jesus is the Son of 
God. 
 
When Jesus was with Lazarus’ sister Martha, he told her that her brother would rise 
again because Jesus is the Resurrection and the Life. Then he asked her if she really 
believed that. 
 
Resurrection is more than just making dead people alive again. There are many kinds of 
resurrections that we see today. Have you seen flowers come up out of dead ground 
and bloom this spring? Have you seen trees that look dead start to get little green buds 
on them? 
 
There is another kind of resurrection that we see pretty often now. Do you think 
someone can live without a heart? There was once a time when people died when their 
heart quit working. But now doctors can repair broken hearts and even sometimes 



replace them. That is a kind of resurrection because people sometime come alive again 
even when they would have otherwise been dead. 
 
But Jesus said he was the resurrection AND THE LIFE. He didn’t mean he wanted to 
resurrect people to live just any kind of life. Jesus raises people up to live a particular 
kind of life – the kind of life that Jesus taught his disciples how to live. 
 
So Jesus actually made Lazarus come back to life after he was really dead. But Jesus 
can resurrect us to a new life even when we are living. Jesus wants us to live like the 
disciples did so we good use of this new life. 
 
We can learn about the particular life that Jesus gives us in the Bible. Today the Third 
Graders will get a special gift of a Bible from the Church. The Bible is one way that the 
church helps Jesus roll back the stone from the tomb (or open our minds for 
understanding) so we can come out to Live the Life as resurrection people. 


