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Main Point: Live in a community of genuine mutual love. 
----------------------------------------- 
 
Top Ten Worst Mother’s Day Presents 
10. A mop 
9. An IOU for after-church lunch today 
8. Tickets to next year’s WrestleMania 
7. A necktie (also a questionable choice for Father’s Day) 
6. Your report card 
5. Something “for the whole family” 
4. Pay back the $20 you borrowed 
3. Fresh flowers from the neighbor’s garden 
2. A pair of sensible shoes 
1. Rubber dishwashing gloves 
 
Read Luke 24:13-35 
 
My new word for the week is “recidivism.” Recidivism is the tendency to relapse into a 
previous condition or mode of behavior. Scripture tells us that those who followed Jesus 
were recidivist after his death. They relapsed. The story of the two followers, Cleopas 
and the other, who were making the 7 mile trek back home to Emmaus were downcast. 
They are remembered forever as saying, “we had thought he was the one who was 
going to redeem Israel.”  
 
Of course the wonderful story of the Walk to Emmaus tells us how the resurrected 
Christ walked with them and told them in detail how Jesus had fulfilled all of the 
Scriptures concerning the One who was to come. Their hearts caught the fire of the 
Gospel again and they went running back to Jerusalem with the news that they had 
seen Jesus resurrected. 
 

∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂ 
 
Recidivism is most often used to talk about prisoners who offend again and return to 
prison after they had completed their sentence and were set free. The last study (1994) 
of this phenomenon by the Department of Justice in the US found an overall recidivism 
rate of 67.5% for adult offenders within 3 years of release. The Tennessean newspaper 
reported this year that Tennessee is in the middle of the pack with a 42% recidivism rate 
among the 27,000 who are incarcerated here. I did the math, of 27,000, over 11,000 
have returned to prison after release from earlier convictions. 
 



While some of the high recidivism rates can be attributed to the failure of prisons to deal 
with drug and alcohol addictions, for others, this is because prison had become their 
way of life. They could no longer live on the “outside.” Prison was a system they had 
grown to understand. So many used their freedom to act in such a way that would 
return to prison. Some of you who have worked with the Kairos Prison Ministry have 
probably seen men and women who are more comfortable in the prison community than 
on the outside. When I worked in downtown Nashville I talked with people who were 
living on the streets and were plain spoken about their intention to commit a crime that 
would land them in jail for the winter. 
 
We are all like that in some ways. We tend to stay within our comfort zone. When things 
get tough we go back to our comfort zone. Do you remember that after the Israelites 
escaped from their slavery in Egypt, they rebelled against God and Moses saying that 
they wanted to go back? That is all of us. 
 

∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂ 
 
God does not intend a recidivism rate for we who God has ransomed with the precious 
blood of Christ. Christ-on-the-cross bought us our freedom from slavery to the old ways 
of the world. Christ released us from the prison of lives spent in a constant loop of sin 
and sacrifice. 
 
And God through the Holy Spirit and the Church has provided us a support system that 
provides us a culture in which to live a life in the ways of the kingdom of God that was 
announced by and perfectly modeled in the life of Jesus. 
 
How can we tell if we are staying free? Re-read 1 Peter 1:22 from NRSV. Peter’s 
sermon on the occasion of Baptism says it is “genuine mutual love” which they are 
enabled to express through “obedience to the truth.” That phrase implies that the newly 
baptized people had received instruction not on in Christian doctrine about Jesus, but 
also in how to live His way. The training of the early church was not a set of guidelines 
to learn and live – it was ‘this is how to live – now we will watch over you and help you 
catch on.’ 
 
I have realized just this week the differences between the way my father parented and 
the way my mother parented: in my house, dad gave me rules and consequences, and 
mom showed me how to live, and watched over me to help me catch on. 
 

∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂∂ 
 
How do we appropriate this information about the recidivism rate in our families and 
ourselves? How much do we learn from obedience to the truth of Christ so we do not 
fall back into our futile ways? Are we seeking to surround ourselves with people who 
help us stay connected to the obedience and genuine mutual love from the heart? Do 
we allow those who show us love to watch over us and help us catch on? That is the 
very essence of Christ’s church – we are called to watch over each other in love and 
learn how to live like Christ. 


