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Sermon Title: Worst Stewardship Slogan Ever

Text: Matthew 28:16-20 (the Great Commission)

By: Rev. Terry Carty

Date: 08-14-11

Place: Kingston Springs United Methodist Church

Season: Nineth Sunday after Pentecost; Proper 15; Ordinary 20; Intentional Giving
Emphasis

Main Point: Be intentional about giving to the church’s work on fulfilling the Great
Commission.

Anne and | loved Harry Chapin. He was a balladeer who wrote and crooned such
enduring story songs as ‘Cats in the Cradle’ and ‘Taxi.’ His concerts were emotional and
moving as he and his band moved through one poignant story after another. We lived
several lifetimes vicariously through each of his concerts. Suddenly in 1981 we would
no longer be able to thrill at his live performances as he was killed in an automobile
accident.

You can imagine how thrilled | was in 2005 when Nashville Public Television aired a
program called “Harry Chapin: Remember When.” It was an anthology of live
performances by Harry and his band. | was enthralled. Memories flooded back. Then |
was filled with anticipation as | endured local people talking about the Nashville Public
Television pledge drive while volunteers answered phones in the background. Another
segment of the program played followed by another boring segment asking me to
pledge money.

Then came the thing | had not expected. The MC held up a DVD and said “you can own
the program you have been watching if you call in and pledge $60.” My heart leapt in
my chest and | grabbed the telephone. Before the next segment of the program came
back on | had pledged $60 and given them my credit card information.

Today, six years later this DVD has cost me $360. | know that | could cancel my pledge,
but | feel good about supporting the work of public television in Nashville.

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

Everyone knows that not-for-profit organizations need to raise money. We all experience
their fundraising efforts but we don’t often get excited about them. With school starting
we know that we will be bombarded by coupon books, magazine sales, and a variety of
products we can order to support student activities. We dread it but we shell out our
money because we want to support these causes.

As United Methodist pastor and a former CEO of a non-profit organization, | hate asking
for money! Most churches ask their people to make financial pledges each year. They
call it a “stewardship campaign” but they are actually more focused on financial giving
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than any other stewardship. In this church a couple of months ago we asked you to take
a survey form and consider the stewardship of your time, talents and giftedness. (Some
of you need to get off your ‘good intentions’ and turn your form in!) This month we are
asking for you to consider your financial contributions to the work of the church.

The Stewardship Committee wanted to make this a good financial campaign - one that
would make you feel the way | did about giving to Nashville Public Television through
my tears of appreciation for the DVD. We felt that if we could come up with a great
slogan it would make you feel receptive to the campaign. We brainstormed ideas and |
went to the internet to search for something that would really be appropriate to what we
want you to feel about giving.

| guess that it is the cynic in me that could only come up with really bad stewardship
campaign slogans. Here are some of the worst ones (I warn you, these are bad):
“Show us the money!”

“Give till it hurts.”

“Give or God will get you.”

“‘Anyone can give time and talent. We really want your money.”

“The pastor knows what you give anyway.” (actually this pastor intentionally does not
know what anyone gives)

“The more you give, the more God will reward you with more money.”
“You people just aren’t giving enough!”

and the worst one ever:

“l increased my giving...up yours!”

The more | worked at trying to come up with a good slogan, the more | wanted to just be
sincere about what we are asking you to do. We want a good campaign - one that gives
you an opportunity to think about what this congregation is doing to fulfill the Great
Commission in our homes, community and the world. We want you to ask questions
about how church funds are being spent and to feel good that you are supporting God’s
work. We want you to consider how church today helps us to recover the original calling
of humanity to be God'’s stewards of the earth. And how first-fruits and tithes still
connect our lives in the world with our lives in the church.

| couldn’t come up with a slogan in time for the campaign to begin, so | used the most
boring slogan ever: Intentional Giving Campaign. Yet, | know that it is not a terrible
slogan because it really says what we are asking you to do: be intentional.

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

We live in a world that is full of many things that stimulate us and things we buy that we
never intended. There are many ads and appeals that cause us to shop in particular
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places, buy particular things, or give to particular causes. We are often spontaneous
and we give to the causes that make us to feel compassion more deeply.

From time to time we stop and think about how deeply our church touches us and how it
is always there for us. We sometimes are reminded that we are already supporting
many of the national and international causes through our church offerings. We may
even think about how we would like to give a greater portion of our charitable
contributions to the church. Good intentions that we sometimes don’t follow through on.
It is easy to take the church for granted and fail to see the cost of such a wide reaching
ministry. We forget.

And so, | am asking you to do something boring. Please take some time before August
28 and be intentional about your giving to the church. Think about the portion of your
treasure you give to and through the church. Is it just about right? Is it too low, too high?
What is my pattern of giving? Do | give just when | am holding the offering plate? Do |
intend to give an amount each week but then don’t catch up when | miss a week? Could
| be more intentional by using eGive or PayPal or by making a regular gift
electronically? Could | give more intentionally by giving once a month? Be intentional
about how much you want to give and by insuring that you follow through.

Do you need answers about how the church spends its dollars? Do you understand the
goals? Do you question any of the ministries? | encourage you to use this next two
weeks to talk with the treasurer, the chair of finance, the chair of the church council, or
the pastor. Any of these can inform you about the financial life of the church.

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

The stewardship of a community of faith is an attitude that sees all living as a gift of
time, talents and treasures. We have a pretty consistent focus here on investing our
time and talents. For a short time are now focusing on stewardship of our treasures.
“Intentional Giving”, while it is not a very good slogan, is a good goal. It calls for us to
explore the two fundamental questions of stewardship in the church:

1. What do | believe God wants me to do with my life especially in the coming year?

2. What does God want KSUMC to do as a community of faith especially in the coming
year?

And the question for financial stewardship is: What does God want to me to do to join in
supporting the mission and vision of KSUMC at this time?



