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Sermon Title: Dressed for Success

Text: Psalm 106:1-5 (UMH 829); Matthew 22:1-14; Philippians 4:1-9
By: Rev. Terry Carty

Date: 10-09-11

Place: Kingston Springs United Methodist Church

Season: 17th Sunday after Pentecost; Proper 23; Ordinary 28

Main Point: The proper attire for the Church is not physical but spiritual clothing.

You heard the parable of the wedding guests read from the book of Matthew. Were you
disturbed to hear that one of the wedding guests was tied up and thrown into the other
darkness because he was not wearing the proper wedding attire?

When my daughter was four it was our family’s season for weddings. Several friends
were married that year and a particular high point was when our daughter was flower
girl in my wife’s sister’s wedding. Our daughter was very aware of what a big deal
weddings are.

We attended one wedding in the beautiful old sanctuary at Madison Street United
Methodist Church in Clarksville. The sanctuary was crowded and our daughter was in
anticipation of seeing the bridesmaids and the bride. The music was playing and the
grandmothers had been seated. But just before the mothers came in the bride’s brother
came rushing down the aisle and sat in the family pew. He was wearing an open
collared shirt and blue jeans. He must have been dealing with car trouble because he
had a big crescent wrench sticking out of his back pocket.

Our four-year-old stood up in the pew, caught a deep breath on seeing the brother, and
said, “they let him come in here like that?!” A twitter of laughter spread through the
congregation who were thinking the same thing.

The wedding guest did not seem to be dressed properly to fit in at the wedding.
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Now, you may be wondering, “how would the poor people in the streets who were
invited have such fine attire as a wedding robe?” Or you may be thinking that there
should be grace for the offender like there was for the brother with the blue jeans and
crescent wrench. Or you may be wondering, “what does this all have to say about God’s
kingdom?”

In the parable it means that whether someone is a pharisee (the first invited) or
someone from the general population (invited from the streets), there is the same
expectation to behave properly for the occasion.
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Now relax. | am not going to set a dress code for worship. But did you spend time at
your closet this morning picking out the clothes you would wear to worship? And did you
stand in front of a mirror to make sure that your appearance projected you properly?

And do you do that before you go to school or work or to the grocery or even to the gym
each day? You probably have a sense for what it means to dress for success.
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A senior minister who mentored me in my early ministry told me that if he got a call in
the middle of the night to go to the hospital to see a church member, he would get up
and put on a suit and a tie for the visit. He told me this in the context of suggesting that
my ministerial attire may not be fully appropriate to give our member confidence in my
pastoral care. (I told him that if | dressed the way he did, it would be so unusual that
people would think they must be dying.)

Steve Jobs, the acclaimed CEO of Apple Computers who passed away this week,
dressed for success when he put on his black mock-turtle neck, long-sleeved t-shirt with
his jeans to go on the stage to introduce a marvelous new technical advance like the
iPhone or iPad. His look was carefully chosen because it expressed that out-of-the-box,
creative image that came to identify the Apple products.
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There is definitely something to dressing for success. But how we dress for success is
often not as much a matter of clothing choices as it is a matter of attitude. When we
dress for success in the church community it is more often how we act than how we
dress.

In Philippians, Paul addresses a specific problem that he was aware of in the
congregation but he gives the instruction about dressing their attitudes for success.
Listen for it as | read this passage:

NEW TESTAMENT READING Philippians 4:1-9

4:1 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom | love and long for, my joy and crown, stand
firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved.

4:2 | urge Euodia and | urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord.

4:3 Yes, and | ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled
beside me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my co-workers,
whose names are in the book of life.

4:4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Rejoice.
4:5 Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near.

4:6 Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.
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4:7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus.

4:8 Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is
pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there
is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.

4:9 Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in
me, and the God of peace will be with you.
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Paul is suggesting that gentleness is the clothing for those who call themselves
Christians. And he is suggesting that our attitudes be shaped by keeping our minds on
whatever is honorable, just, pure, pleasing, commendable, excellent and worthy of
praise.

Paul is telling is the same thing that my grandmother often said, “beauty is as beauty
does.” it is not the outward appearance that matters as much as it is to be inwardly
beautiful.

As we go from this place into the world, let us go as though we have been invited to the
king’s wedding celebration. Let us dress for success. May we go into our week clothed

with the attitude of gentleness and keep our minds on whatever is excellent and worthy
of praise. Amen.



