Page1

Sermon Title: Shepherd King

Text: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24; Matthew 25:31-46

By: Rev. Terry Carty

Date: 11-20-11

Place: Kingston Springs United Methodist Church

Season: Christ the King or Reign of Christ Sunday, Proper 29, Ordinary 34

Main Point: Christ the King rules like the shepherd, separating those who are gentle and
those who take advantage of them. Those who are faithful citizens of the kingdom of
God will find peace.

After the reading of Matthew 25:31-46:
Wow, | don’t think | want to be a goat!

This has been a difficult passage of scripture for Christians who hear the Gospel as
grace, forgiveness, and universal salvation. Matthew’s words have long been used to try
to scare people into conforming to Christian behavior. But that is not the message today.
| encourage a deeper study of the Gospel of Matthew for going more deeply into
eschatological thought.

Today | want to focus on the kind of king Christ is. Recently some of us studied the reign
of King James of England as it relates to the King James translation of the Bible. This is
the 400th year anniversary of that translation. Being colonials, most of us realized that
we don’t really understand living under the power of a king. It was quite revealing when
the narrator of our video resource pointed out that the king got a great deal of respect
because he held the power to have people executed!

The Feast of Christ the King is a relative newcomer to the Church calendar - 1925. At
that time many people knew the deadly power of monarchy and dictatorships. There
was a rise of secularism in Europe with the rise of Mussolini’s government in Italy and
Hitler’s Nazi Party. Christians in Mexico were suffering persecution from an anti-relgious
government. Pope Pius the Ninth called the church to assert that Jesus Christ is King of
the Universe for ever and ever.

Clearly Matthew would suggest that Christ the King of the Universe is a king that has
imperial power over all the kingships and dictatorships in the various nations - even the
power over life and death.
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But what does it mean to be a shepherd king? The greatest king of Israel was first a
shepherd - King David. He was raised from birth to protect the sheep from all dangers.
That was what gave him the fierceness to stand before the enemy giant with nothing but
a slingshot as a weapon. His understanding of protecting his people shaped his
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kingship for eternity. The expected Messiah of the Jewish people was to be a king of
the same ilk as David.
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Our Old Testament lesson from Ezekiel describes God like a good shepherd - gathering
the sheep in after they have been scattered, giving them the security of the herd,
feeding them with good pasture, and watering them. God will save the flock by
separating them and protecting them from those who would push them around and butt
them with their horns.

Matthew’s picture of Jesus is similar. This Christ the King is the shepherd who would
bring all the nations together and protect the sheep by separation from the rough goats.
The king would separate those who are gentle and caring from those who would push
others around or ignore their needs.

This Christ the King gives assurance to those who follow his ways and aspire to live as
Jesus taught and lived. And this King deals harshly with those who do not live in
harmony with this kind of community.
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For us today as we enter Thanksgiving week, let us too hear the message of Matthew
as one of good news. Let us give thanks for all that God has given us as we have been
gathered together into community, fed and watered according to our needs, and
protected from those who would harm us. Christ Jesus is the eternal king who assures
us that shepherd’s protection.

As citizens of Christ’s eternal kingdom, let us always be those who have the nature of
feeding the hungry, quenching the thirsty, welcoming the stranger, visiting the prisoner.
As believers in Christ’s kingship let us be people of compassion and righteousness.

And for goodness sake, don’t be an old goat!



